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Welcome to the Children’s Music Network’s Annual Conference: 

“Together Tomorrow!” Although we will again gather virtually, we 

hope that by actively engaging in Zoom conferences you will help 

make the experience enriching, exciting and inclusive. In 2008, 

I co-chaired our 21st conference “CMN Coming of Age” and in 

2012 along with Lisa Heintz, the 25th “Silver Celebration.” Third 

time’s the charm, eh?

What’s the special sauce that makes a CMN conference 

transformational in someone’s life? It’s the sharing, connecting 

and networking of performers, educators, songwriters, librarians and families who value music 

for and with children. The method of delivery may be different, but the opportunity is the same. 

Every single attendee is an important part of the mix. I am so glad you are here!

This year’s conference includes outstanding workshop topics presented by experts in a wide variety 

of fields related to children’s music. There are song swaps, networking sessions, affinity group 

meet-ups, chat rooms and the opportunity to share, learn and open doors to new friendships and 

musical collaborations.

And lastly – but definitely most importantly to me – thank you to our Conference Administrator, 

Jane Arsham. Over the past year she’s kept me on-task, offered advice and expertise and I now 

count her as another friend made through CMN. Feel free to reach out to either of us anytime 

during the week with your thoughts and comments. 

mailto:Carole%40MacaroniSoup.com?subject=
mailto:JaneA%40cmnonline.org?subject=
https://songsforteaching.com
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THANK YOU

The CMN conference is a collaborative effort. Many members have volunteered time, talent and energy. 

We are deeply grateful to all!

Workshop Coordinators:  Alice Burba, Nikki Rung

Workshop Presenters: All 17!

Keynote Coordinators:  Lisa Heintz, Robin Nelson

Keynote Committee:  Ann Torralba, Jackson Gillman, Dorothy Cresswell, Stuart Stotts

Magic Penny Committee:  Katherine Dines - Chair, Wendy Morgan, Darryl Boggs,  

Bob Griffiths, Rodney Whittenberg, Susan Picking,  

Kaitlin McGaw 

Magic Penny Production & Presentation: Wendy Morgan, Darryl Boggs, Rodney Whittenberg  

Round Robin Coordinators:  Lisa Heintz, Tom Pease, Stuart Stotts

Virtual Wizard:  James Coffey

Tech Support:  David Heitler-Klevans, Alice Burba, Nikki Rung

Newcomer Hosts:  Alina Celeste, Nancy Hershatter

Pass It On! Scholar Award:  Alice Burba, Katherine Dines, Jane Arsham, Susan Picking,  

Susan Salidor 

2020 Conference Chairs:  Jenny & David Heitler-Klevens

Conference Graphic Design:  Kim Ziolowski, Graphic Alchemy

Website Design:  Carl Foote, SolivDesign

Program Guide Design:  Stephen Ozawa, designEDGE

Conference PR/Social Media:  Nikki Rung

CMN Board of Directors:  Valerie Smalkin, Matt Fernald, Co-Presidents

CMN Board of Directors Members:  Philip Alexander, Alice Burba, Dana Cohenour, Robin Nelson, 

SaulPaul, Stacey Peasley, Susan Picking, Tim Seston,  

Jocelyn Smith-Gray, Ann Torralba

In Memoriam:  Galen Brandt and Katherine Dines
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
All content will be recorded so that you can access it later if you can’t join us.  

All times listed are Central Daylight Time.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

 5:00 pm  Newcomer Welcome

 6:00 pm  Conference Kick-Off

 7:00-8:30 pm Round Robin - Part 1

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

 3:00 pm  Cantamos con Suni Paz

 4:30 pm  Affinity Group: Early Childhood Group

 6:00 pm  Bringing Queer Joy to Family Music

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5

 3:00 pm  Early Childhood Music Groups: A Music Therapist’s Approach

 4:30 pm  Affinity Group: Grammy Q&A, How and why to join the Recording Academy

 6:00 pm  Music as a Tool for Bilingual Education

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6

 3:00 pm  Music as an intervention for Child Development, Health, and Wellness

 4:30 pm  Affinity Group: White Awareness, Accountability and Anti-racism Group

 6:00 pm  Thinking Like a Business, for Musicians

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7

 3:00 pm  Environmental Songs Swap

 4:30 pm  Affinity Group: Be The Change Action Task Force

 6:00 pm  Loop Pedal 101

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
All content will be recorded so that you can access it later if you can’t join us.  

All times listed are Central Daylight Time.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8

 3:00 pm  Practice Standing Up! Songs and Skills for Interrupting Racism  
  and Gender Oppression

 7:00 pm  Gathering Together

  7:30 pm  Keynote: Pierce Freelon 
  “Bloom Where You’re Planted: How purpose, place and patience create abundance”

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9

 10:30 am  How to Make a Podcast

  12:30 pm  Together we Bring Diversity to STEM with Music!

 2:00 pm  Stand Up: Socially-Conscious Songs for Kids 

 3:30 pm  Making Connections With Your Hands - Visual Art Extensions for Music Classes 

 7:00-9:00 pm Round Robin - Part 2

 9:15-10:00 pm Social Time

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10

 11:00 am  Affinity Group: Chat with the Board Co-Presidents

 1:00 pm  PIO! Scholars Award

   2021 Magic Penny Award

 2:15 pm  Zipper Songs Swap 

 3:30 pm  One Ukulele/Three Chords/Many Songs 

 5:00 pm  Conference Closing  
   ...and a look ahead to a “Kaleidoscope of Melodies” September 16-18, 2022 in Scottsdale, AZ
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9

Round Robin Part 2 |  
7:00–9:00 pm 
This is your time to shine! All are welcome to share a song and/or to listen and enjoy the talent of CMN’ers.

CMN Social Time |  
9:15–10:00 pm 
“Jamaica Bob” Griffiths, host

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10

Chat with the Co-Presidents |  
11:00 am 
Matt Fernald 
Val Smalkin

PIO! Scholars Award |  
1:00 pm 
Presentation of Pass It On! Scholars Award to Kaylin White and  
Zachary Shand.

Magic Penny Award Ceremony 
Honoring Daniel Henry, Jr. and Jean Hendricks.

Conference Closing |  
5:00 pm 
SaulPaul, emcee 
...and a look ahead to a “Kaleidoscope of 
Melodies” September 16-18, 2022 in  
Scottsdale, AZ

SPECIAL EVENTS
All content will be recorded so that you can access it later if you can’t join us.  

All times listed are Central Daylight Time.

SPECIAL EVENTS
All content will be recorded so that you can access it later if you can’t join us.  

All times listed are Central Daylight Time.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

Conference Kick-Off |  
6:00 pm 
Join your Midwest hosts Carole Stephens, Susan Salidor and Alina 
Celeste as Together We Sing, Share and Network. We will honor 
Chicago’s First Lady of Children’s Music in “Ellabration” with 
documentarian Tim Ferrin. Meet CMN’s Board of Directors and 
experience three rounds of “Speed Meeting” – have your elevator speech 
ready. We’ll sing, laugh – and maybe a surprise musical guest will appear!

Round Robin Part 1 |  
7:00–8:30 pm 
The Round Robin is an informal time to share songs 
we love with our friends in a supportive, unpressured 
atmosphere. Over a 90-minute span, you will have the 
opportunity to enjoy many performances and celebrate 
the spirit of sharing that is CMN. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8 

Gathering Together |  
7:00 pm 
Sing, get updates on the full weekend of 
conference events and hear from the Board, 
including Co-Presidents Val Smalkin and Matt 
Fernald about CMN’s future. 

Pierce Freelon Keynote |  
7:30 pm 
“Bloom Where You’re Planted: How purpose, 
place and patience create abundance”

Tim Ferrin Mystery Guest???

Ella Jenkins

Jean HendricksDaniel Henry, Jr.

Zachary ShandKaylin White

“Jamaica Bob” Griffiths

SaulPaul
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With “Miss Carole” Stephens  
making music since 1989 

FAMILY SHOWS  
Live and virtual 

  

KKIIDD  CCOONNCCEERRTTSS  
TTooddddlleerrss  --  22nndd  ggrraaddee  

  

CCLLAASSSSRROOOOMM  
VViissiittss  &&  ZZoooomm--IInnss  

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPPSS  &&  
WWeebbiinnaarrss  

  ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrss,,  lliibbrraarriiaannss  
aanndd  ppaarreennttss  

EEVVEERRYYOONNEE  SSiinnggss,,  DDaanncceess  &&  LLEEAARRNNSS!!  
“You guys are one of the BEST SHOWS we’ve ever had!”        Angie, Woodridge Pk Dist. 

“Miss Carole knows her audience – both as students and teachers. Got more than I expected!  I 
would recommend her workshop to everyone.  Well organized and executed on Zoom! Great!” 

“From Sticky Bubble Gum  to Stinky Cake – your annual concert at our library is a family 
favorite!”             Ginny Seick, Youth Services library assistant at Geneva Public Library 

CCoonnttaacctt  CCaarroollee::    MMaaccaarroonniiSSoouupp..ccoomm            884477--338844--11440044  

AFFINITY GROUPS
Opportunities for Members to Connect and Discuss Topics of Common Interest 

All groups will be meeting again throughout the year and are open to all 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

 4:30 pm CDT Early Childhood Group 
  Carole Stephens, Coordinator

 Interested in music and activities for children under 7-yrs old? Are you a teacher, librarian, performer, songwriter or 
parent? We normally meet the third Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm CT. Our special conference meeting will be 
informational and a quick EC song swap—save your zipper songs for Sunday’s Early Childhood Song swap!

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5

 4:30 pm CDT Grammy Q&A, How and why to join the Recording Academy 
  Special Guest: Maurice (Mo) Kalous, Sr. Membership Manager of the Recording Academy

   Ann Torralba and Jonathan Sprout, Moderators

 Get all of your questions about joining the Recording Academy answered. Don’t miss this “nuts and bolts” informational 
session and Q&A about the Recording Academy. Our special guest, Maurice (Mo) Kalous, Senior Membership Manager 
of the Academy will explain why it’s important to be a member, how to join, how to enter recordings in the Grammys and 
the many other reasons to join the Academy. (Advocacy to support creators rights, MusicCares, mentorship and keeping 
music in the schools, building visibility for the children’s music genre, benefits and more.)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6

 4:30 pm CDT  White Awareness, Accountability and Anti-racism Group 
  Brian Caselli Jordan and Noam Brown, Co-facilitators

 We’re a group of white children’s music makers working to heal racism. We meet on the first Wednesday each month.

  Talk about the role of race in our lives and the world presently and historically
  Practice how we will talk about race and justice with children
  Build our skills for engaging and interrupting racist incidents when they occur through practice, practice, practice 
  Brainstorm how we can use our music and access to heal racism
  Support one another as we strive to share access, resources and build an equitable, loving community of solidarity  

 with our colleagues of color as white folks making children’s music

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7 

 4:30 pm CDT Be The Change: An Action Task Force 
  Wendy & DB (Darryl Boggs) and SaulPaul, Co-Facilitators

 The Be The Change Action Task Force strives to equip and empower people to “be the change” they wish to be. Together 
we work towards creating goals and taking action to dismantle racism in community, entertainment and children’s music.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9

 11:00 am CDT Chat with Co-Presidents Matt Fernald and Val Smalkin
 How does CMN function? What is our Mission? How do I join CMN? This is your chance to ask questions—

none are silly or unimportant. Drop in for this informal Q&A with our Co-Presidents. This continues as quarterly 
welcome sessions with new members.
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Bringing Queer Joy to Family Music |  
6:00 pm CDT

Together We… Change

Founder and CEO of Queer Kid 
Creative and producer of Queer 
Kid Stuff, Lindz Amer will provide 

a general 1010 overview of gender 

and sexuality, providing strategies 

through which songwriters and 

music educators can bring a 

queer-friendly message to their 

audiences through music. Lindz 

will demonstrate how they have done this in their own work 

as a queer children’s performer, writer and musician. 

Lindsay ‘Lindz’ Amer creates LGBTQ+ and social justice 
media for kids and families. When Lindz isn’t trying to build 
a queer kid empire, you can probably find them cooking, 
singing, working on a puzzle, painting, or snuggling with 
their pouch and partner on a New England beach.

Music as a Tool for Bilingual Education |  
6:00 pm CDT

Together We… Teach

Music is a powerful tool to learn 

languages. The melody and 

repetition help with person-to-

person connections, and person-

to-world connections. Those 

connections make it easier to 

learn a new language. Peruvian 

Flor Bromely is a recording artist, 

bilingual singer/songwriter, actress, 

storyteller and puppeteer. Flor will offer attendees the 

tools to feel confident to use music to teach Spanish, to 

provide a basic curricula of songs to be used for teaching 

Spanish, to apply rhyming and play in the classroom for a 

bilingual education. 

Musically, Flor Bromely has one thing on her mind: to 
share the Latino-American experience through her songs 
and storytelling with a new generation.

Early Childhood Music Groups: A Music 
Therapist’s Approach | 3:00 pm CDT

Together We… Play

Early childhood music groups are a 

unique challenge that can require 

the facilitator to play referee, 

acrobat, performer, songwriter and 

cheerleader all in one. What if you 

could reduce the stress of early 

childhood music groups by utilizing 

music therapy-inspired techniques 

and resources? Join Stephanie 

Leavell, board certified music therapist, Berklee College of 

Music graduate and founder of MusicForKiddos.com, as she 

shares early childhood music resources and tried-and-true 

techniques that can help kids stay engaged, excited, and 

ready to learn.

Stephanie Leavell is the creator of Music for Kiddos, a 
resource and education website dedicated to high-quality 
children’s music. She’s an educator, board-certified music 
therapist, award-winning songwriter, community-builder 
and above all, is passionate about using music to help kids 
succeed.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5
Workshops & Presenters

MONDAY, OCTOBER 4
Workshops & Presenters

Cantamos con Suni Paz |  
3:00 pm CDT

Juntos… Cantamos

2020 NEA National Heritage Fellow, 

CMN Magic Penny recipient, 

National Culture Through the Arts 
and Spirit of Folk Award recipient, 

Suni Paz, will lead us in a session of 

bilingual singing.

For more than half of a century, her 

work as an American songwriter 

and performer of Latin American 

folk music has resonated as a cultural force, engaging 

people of all backgrounds and ages on stage, radio and 

television all over the world.

Suni Paz was one of the first artists to bring the nueva 
canción tradition—the “new song” music of the 1960s and 
1970s—to North American audiences. 

Suni Paz Lindz Amer Stephanie Leavell Flor Bromely
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Loop Pedal 101 |  
6:00 pm CDT

Together We… Loop

Learn the joys of the loop pedal with 

Julie Be, from the Philadelphia-

based duo, Ants on a Log. Don’t let 

the technology intimidate you, it’s 

easy to learn and can be applied 

in basic and advanced ways. 

Participants will learn the basics of 

using a loop pedal as well as ideas 

for using looping in songwriting, 

performing and audience participation. No need to own a 

pedal to attend—many of the functions can be translated to 

Garage Band or similar programs. 

Julie Be (they/them) is a queer, non-binary, white musician 
and activist. They are one half of Ants on a Log, the 
Philadelphia-based duo playing socially conscious music for 
children and other childlike people. Julie is a certified Music 
Therapist specializing in the connection between gender and 
the voice. 

Environmental Songs Swap |  
3:00 pm CDT

Together We… Sustain

One of the most important aspects 

of Earth Mama’s work is the re-

seeding that happens during her 

work with others: ideas are planted 

in the rich, fertile soil of our souls, 

music warms us like sunlight and 

spring and humor is sprinkled on 

like a good, organic “tea” as she 

involves us all in her work to “help 

heal the planet, one song at a time.” 

Bring your favorite song about the environment and learn 

many more. This song swap led by “Earth Mama” Joyce 

Rouse is sure to inspire!

Earth Mama programs use earth wisdom, music and 
laughter to spread the message that the earth is a “Mama” for 
all of us. These programs are enjoyed by audiences of all ages 
and interests, twining together spirituality, education and 
entertainment, in celebration with the earth.

Thinking Like a Business, for Musicians |  
6:00 pm CDT

Together We… Work

You’re self-employed, but you may 

not think you have “a business 

mind” or no actual business plan 

– or not one up to date. Join Matt 

Fernald, owner of Golden Acorn 
Music, to set you up for success in 

making a business plan focusing on 

defining your “product,” selecting 

your “audience” and getting the 

word out.

It’s easier than it may sound to get started, and you’ll leave 

this workshop with at least one draft of a plan to bring 

home and develop further. If you want sporadic work to be 

more consistent, fluctuating reviews to be higher, or initial 

“sales” calls to be more comfortable and predictable, then a 

plan is for you!

As founder and head teacher of Golden Acorn Music, Matt 
Fernald has taught music to thousands of young children, 
as well as families and classroom educators and presented 
over 40 workshops.

Music as an intervention for Child Development, 
Health, and Wellness | 3:00 pm CDT

Together We… Learn

Ann Torralba, aka Little Miss 

Ann, nationally touring, award-

winning Family Musician artist, 

will describe how music benefits 

young children ages 0 to 6 yrs. She 

will discuss the physical, social-

emotional and educational benefits 

of music in this interactive, multi-

sensory Masterclass. 

Ann Torralba is also a former Chicago Public School 
teacher, an instructor at the Old Town School of Folk 
Music, a mom, an activist and a first generation Filipina 
American.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7
Workshops & Presenters

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6
Workshops & Presenters

Ann Torralba Matt Fernald Joyce Rouse Julie Be
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
Workshops & Presenters

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Workshops & Presenters

Practice Standing Up! Songs and Skills for Interrupting Racism and Gender Oppression |  
3:00 pm CDT

Together We… Stand

Let’s use music to practice fluency with anti-racist and gender-affirming language. In order to be 

effective allies and advocates for social justice, it is important that we learn to name our own social 

location (ex. histories and positions) as we develop strategies for challenging oppressive language 

and behavior. Join Mara Sapon-Shevin and Julie Be and learn how to be able to explicitly name 

our identities (including race, gender, and the pronouns we use). Learn ways to normalize naming 

these identities with children and learn three examples of songs that can help teach these concepts 

to children. And practice using concrete examples of anti-oppressive language in a situation that 

requires intervention. 

Mara Sapon-Shevin (she/her) is a queer, white educator and activist. A professor of inclusive 
education at Syracuse University, she works extensively on social justice issues and challenging and 
interrupting oppression.

Julie Be (they/them) is a queer, non-binary, white musician and activist. They are one half of Ants on 
a Log, the Philadelphia-based duo playing socially conscious music for children and other childlike 
people. Julie is a certified Music Therapist specializing in the connection between gender and the voice.

How to Make a Podcast |  
10:30 am CDT

Together We… Learn

Learn about 

the ins and 

outs of doing 

a podcast, 

including 

ways to make 

it sound good 

without lots 

of high-tech 

equipment. Other topics will include planning, interviewing, 

fundraising and promotion.

Rodney Whittenberg and David Heitler-Klevans have 

been doing the podcast Music for the New Revolution 

about music and social justice issues starting in 2017.

David Heitler-Klevans performs, writes songs, records, 
and leads workshops with Jenny Heitler-Klevans as “Two of 
a Kind.” Two of a Kind has released 10 CDs and 1 DVD for 
kids, as well as 2 CDs for grown-ups.

Rodney Whittenberg is an Emmy award-winning 
composer and an Emmy nominated filmmaker. He is 
the founder of Melodyvision, an audio music and video 
production company.

Together we Bring Diversity to STEM with Music! |  
12:30 pm CDT

Together We… STEM

Join Roy Moye, III, dynamic 

speaker, aerospace engineer, and 

founder of STEMusic, in exploring 

the lack of diversity within the 

STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) industry. He 

will introduce a method to help 

solve this problem that includes 

the power of music. Educators, 

songwriters and musicians will leave with an awareness of 

an important problem impacting children but they will also 

feel empowered and equipped to be a part of the solution. 

Roy Moye is an enthusiastic advocate for STEM and has 
a passion for sharing the importance of this career field 
to the next generation. His love of airplanes launched 
his interest into the STEM. After completing his degree, 
he began working for Spirit Aerosystems as a Structural 
Design Engineer where he currently designs airplane parts 
for the Boeing 777 Sustaining Program. Roy is also an 
accomplished gospel singer and was recently featured as a 
top 20 finalist on the television singing competition show 
BET’s Sunday Best.

Mara Sapon-Shevin Rodney Whittenberg and David Heitler-Klevans Roy Moye, III
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10
Workshops & Presenters

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Workshops & Presenters

Stand Up: Socially-Conscious Songs for Kids | 
2:00 pm CDT

Together We… CARE

In this workshop, you will learn 

how to prioritize and implement 

social consciousness into your work 

with children. Katie Norregaard 

will cover:

	Anti-bias goals for different 

age groups

 How to discuss topics 

accordingly through anecdotal stories and song.

 Sharing creative ways to increase representation

Katie Norregaard (she/her) is a songwriter, filmmaker, 
and teaching artist based in Chicago. She creates conscious 
songs and videos for children under “Miss Katie Sings”. Katie 
advocates for anti-bias education and believes strongly in 
the power of music to promote social-emotional learning, 
tenderness, and justice.

Zipper Songs Swap |  
2:15 pm CDT

Together We… ZIP

What’s more fun than Zipper songs! 

It’s amazing how many there are 

and how much joy they bring. 

Come and share your favorite 

zipper song in this fun song swap 

hosted by Jean Young.

Jean Young has been a songwriter 
and teacher for 50 years, working with  
babies and parents, preschoolers, elementary students and 
college students. She’s been a grandma for 6 years and a 
mom for 36 years!

One Ukulele/Three Chords/Many Songs* |  
3:30 pm CDT

Together We… UKE

In this workshop, Susan Salidor 

demonstrates the joy of playing 

the Uke and sharing its potential 

for enriching music in the early 

childhood classroom. She will share:

 The importance of tuning 

 Forming three simple 

chords (C/F/G)

 Using these chords to play one song and  

potentially dozens of others from the canon  

of children’s music

Susan Salidor is an award-winning singer/songwriter and 
music specialist with eight albums of music for children and 
those who love them. She is a longtime CMN member and 
served on the CMN Board for several terms. Susan created her 
Beginning Ukulele curriculum during the pandemic to teach 
others the joy of playing the Uke and sharing its potential 
for enriching music in the early childhood classroom. She 
has found teaching ukulele to adults this past year has been 
particularly fulfilling, especially since on-site teaching and 
live performances all but disappeared.

* You need a Ukulele for this workshop.

Katie Norregaard Jean Young Susan Salidor
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Alina Celeste &  
Hamlet Meneses

Making Connections With Your Hands - Visual Art 
Extensions for Music Classes | 3:30 pm CDT

Together We… Create

Teaching Artist’s Hamlet Meneses 

and Alina Celeste will share ideas 

and projects to add visual art 

extensions to your early childhood 

music classes. Their holistic 

approach to language learning, 

social/emotional development and 

the arts makes for an inclusive, 

creative lesson plan. Attendees will: 

  Gain insight and strategies for teaching an  

engaging language lesson using visual art 

  Acquire tangible ideas and lessons that can be  

used immediately. 

  Be able to extend already existing lessons and 

curricula with art projects

Alina and Hamlet are both Parents’ Choice Silver Award 
Winners for their bilingual music and Jubilation Foundation 
Fellows of 2020. Hamlet has provided bilingual programs 
through arts and music in the Chicagoland area since 
2001. Alina has taught early childhood music and arts 
classes and conducted workshops for educators on Early 
Literacy, STEAM Integration and Classroom Management 
internationally since 2008.



PIERCE FREELON
Keynote Speaker

Pierce’s topic, “Bloom Where You’re Planted: How purpose, place and patience create abundance” will 

delight, educate and energize us on Friday, October 8th at 7:30 pm.

As if being a charismatic speaker, professor of African-American Studies, community advocate, Emmy-

winning producer, accomplished hip-hop artist and City Councilman of his hometown of Durham, NC 

weren’t enough, Pierce Freelon’s greatest roles turn out to be that of father and youth mentor.

Growing up in an artistic family (father, architect; mother, jazz artist), Pierce’s household was often 

visited by intellectuals, poets and artists who left lifelong impressions on the young man. His father’s 

advice has motivated much of his youth-focused work. “As artists, (our) job in this world (is) to bring 

beauty and... joy to other people.” This led Pierce to eventually create Blackspace, a digital makerspace 

where he mentors youth in storytelling through media and music. More recently, he co-founded the Beat 
Making Lab, an Emmy-winning web-based PBS series where youth are provided training, equipment, 

collaboration with world cultural centers and a global audience.

One of the goals of his genre-mixing family music is to help change the perception that Black fathers are 

distanced from child-rearing: “If we’re going to change negative stereotypes and misconceptions about 

Black folks, we need more children’s music artists who look like me” to “spread more positive images of 

Black fathers” as playful and nurturing parents.

Pierce lives in Durham, NC where he serves on the City Council.
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In this year of change and upheaval in all areas of life, the 2021 Magic Penny committee chose to focus on 

identifying an award recipient engaged in the work of community empowerment that has made a significant 

difference in the lives of children. We are excited and proud to announce the 2021 Magic Penny will be 

presented to Daniel J. Henry Jr. and Jean N. Hendricks for their work and commitment over 20 years 

as founders of the Henry Hendricks Weddington School for the Performing Arts based in Chicago. The 

presentation ceremony is Sunday, October 10, 1:00 pm CT. 

The goal and mission of the school is to give under-served youth the opportunity to appreciate the 

performing arts, and to develop life skills that will make them better citizens and creative beings by 

participating in music, dance and theater. HHW teaches teens and young adults, ages 14 through 24, the 

joy of performing on stage and opening them to the option of considering the performing arts as a career.

The method of teaching at HHW is crucial. At its core is the belief that one can change lives with the arts. 

HHW uses the Arts as an inspirational catalyst to inspire, motivate and teach youth to live their story despite 

the hardships, struggles or circumstances they may encounter. The journey to achieving their life’s destiny and 

their passions are difficult. HHW instructors use music to show that they can move through their struggles.

As founders, both Jean Hendricks and Daniel J. Henry, Jr brought their unique strengths to the task of 

establishing and growing HHW into a thriving school for young people in Chicago. Daniel draws on his time 

spent singing with full orchestras during his early 20’s developing the skill of music coordination between 

conductor, orchestra and singer. Jean cites her time performing live across the United States with a Rhythm 

and Blues Band that gave her the ability to read her audience and create an exciting experience for each stage 

performance. It also provided a network of professional musicians, producers, agents, composers, and lyricists 

whom she could share with student protégés. She invited some of these music professionals to her classroom 

for Masterclasses when she began teaching, which was a thrill for her students.  read more...

MAGIC PENNY AWARD
Daniel J. Henry, Jr. & Jean N. Hendricks 
Henry Hendricks Weddington School for the Performing Arts
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https://childrensmusic.org/conference/magic-penny
https://www.billharley.com
https://childrensmusic.org/magic-penny/2020-fred-rogers
https://childrensmusic.org/magic-penny/2020-fred-rogers
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PIO! SCHOLARS AWARD
Kaylin White & Zachary Shand

The Pass It On! Scholars Award is given each Fall to a high school senior, university or college student, selected 

by CMN’s Pass It On! Project Reviewers as the candidate most likely, throughout their lifetime, to continue 

celebrating the positive power of music in the lives of children AND to recognize the importance of 

networking and sharing knowledge, music, ideas and songs. 

Kaylin White is immensely proud to be this year’s PIO recipient. I was born and raised in Silver 

Spring, MD. My twin brother and I were known as Micro-Preemies, being that we were born at 24 

weeks gestation. I have been the recipient of many therapies and interventions to help with my overall 

development. When I was little, I liked to bang on the table constantly. Since then, I have acquired a huge 

passion for percussion instruments! I recently graduated from Katherine Thomas High School (KTHS). 

While there, I performed with the KTHS Lunch Band at the Children’s National Medical Center in 

Washington D.C. I was also a soloist at many concerts and was even a student conductor. In addition, I 

expanded my musical experiences in a Steel Drum band and Ukulele group through Strathmore Music 

Center.  read more...

Zachary Shand is both humbled and honored to have been named a PIO! Scholar. A resident of Hartland, 

Michigan, he found a fire for choral music and storytelling in his high school choir program, thanks to 

his director, Kathi Letovsky. In his time at Stanford, he has deepened his passion for music education, 

focusing on advocacy, inclusivity and individualized pedagogy. As he begins his senior year, he is excited to 

be programming a full-length conducting recital of music from around the world, learning about love and 

the human experience from a variety of different cultures. Moreover, he is excited to do an honors thesis 

focused on the barriers to equitable and accessible music education and possible reparations to those 

problems.  read more...
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from A Gentle Wind  
and our award-winning CMN Member artists

Have a Great Conference, CMN!

In celebration of the gifts they gave, we remember 
A Gentle Wind founder Jill Person and our colleagues 

Lisa Atkinson, Linda Schrade and Paul Strausman.

Award-winning music and storytelling  
recordings for children 

 www.gentlewind.com

Pam Donkin
www.pamdonkin.com

Ruth Pelham
www.musicmobile.org

Sarah Pirtle
www.sarahpirtle.com

Betsy Rose
www.betsyrosemusic.org

Sammie Haynes
www.treetopsmusic.com

https://childrensmusic.org/scholars-award
https://childrensmusic.org/scholars-award
http://gentlewind.com
https://childrensmusic.org/magic-penny/2020-fred-rogers
https://childrensmusic.org/magic-penny/2020-fred-rogers


For many of us, the magical event that is the Round-Robin 

is surely one of the highlights of the conference. 

The purpose of the Round Robin is not to be a showcase, 

but to give us all an informal time to share songs we love 

with our friends in a supportive, unpressured atmosphere. 

To provide opportunities for all to perform, you must adhere 

to a 3-minute limit.

Online registration has been open since Sept 21st. You can 

access the form here and sign up if there is still space. 

PRE-PERFORMANCE
 Please have your instruments tuned 10-minutes 

PRIOR to your scheduled time (MUTE mic!)

 Remember to “UNMUTE” as the performer ahead 

of you completes their song (not earlier or you will 

be heard!)

WHEN YOU ARE LIVE
 Please do not give a lengthy introduction to your 

song – just title and author

PARTICIPATION 
Please plan on staying for the entire session as a courtesy 

to those performing before or after you. 

ENERGIZERS 
Energizers are movement songs that get our energy up 

after we’ve been sitting and listening. Please consider 

sharing one if you do that kind of thing. 

SONG SELECTION
Selecting the right song will add to the spirit of the Round-

Robin in a positive way. Please take these considerations 

into account:

 Songs MUST be shorter than 3-minutes and 

require no introduction or explaining

 Songs can be humorous, just for fun, educational, 

or demonstrate ways to deal with weighty topics 

with children: All types of children’s songs are 

highly valued!

 Even though our audience is mostly adults, at the 

CMN Round Robin we are showcasing songs that 

we sing for children

ACCOMPANIMENT
Many performers will simply accompany themselves  

on guitar, or sing a cappella. If you plan to use a 

soundtrack behind you, please practice ahead of time to 

make sure the technology works. Email James Coffey, 

james@bluevisionmusic.com to set-up a consultation 

and/or take advantage of a 10-minute final sound check 

on October 2. Sign-up when you register for your Round-

Robin slot.

Thank you for participating!
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ROUND ROBIN
 Sunday October 3,  7:00-8:30pm
 Saturday October 9, 7:00-9:00pm

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VFGT_sb7WRjqhcgqV8hzmx5rZP_quH7LHB818totfbw/edit#gid=140689181
mailto:james%40bluevisionmusic.com?subject=
http://dancrow.com


ONLINE AUCTION

TREASURES AWAIT… BUT DON’T WAIT TO PLACE YOUR BID AND SNAG THEM! 

Let’s all come together to support one of CMN’s biggest fundraisers of the year. Useful, fun and yummy 

items ranging from personal coaching, puppets, musical instruments, beautiful homemade pieces and 

much more! Not to mention Dave Kinnoin’s famous cookies, Jackson Gilman’s Stinking (Garlic) bouquets 

and Bill Harley’s sweet honey! Bid high and bid often!

REGISTER and BID NOW: www.fundraiser.bid/CMN2021
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https://app.auctria.com/Account/SignIn#/bidder/register
http://www.fundraiser.bid/CMN2021
http://www.fundraiser.bid/CMN2021
https://karestrongmusic.com
https://www.susietallman.com
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SPECIAL THANKS
To Our Donors, Sponsors & Partners

As we all know, CMN is a member organization that is funded primarily by membership dues, business sponsorships, 

monies raised at the conference and the year-round generosity of our members.

The CMN board is proud and grateful to introduce our Sustaining Donors. These are people who have committed to 

contribute a certain amount annually to CMN for each of the next three years. We thank all our donors and encourage 

each member to help us better plan our budget by becoming a Sustaining Donor or a Business Sponsor.

SUSTAINING DONORS
Liz Benjamin

Debbie Block & Bill Harley

Liz Buchanan

Alice & David Burba

Joanie Calem

Nancy Cassidy

Dorothy Cresswell

Katherine Dines

Brigid Finucane

Lisa Garrison

Lisa & Ken Heintz

Jenny & David Heitler-Klevans

Susan Hopkins

Margaret Hooton

Dave Kinnoin

Fran McKinney

Bruce O’Brien

Tom Pease

Ruth Pelham

Sarah Goslee Reed

Sally Rogers

Dennis & Linda Ronberg

Oren Rosenthal

Susan Salidor

Tim Seston

Val Smalkin

Carole Stephens

Tina Stone

Annie Lott

Robin Nelson

Stacey Peasley

BUSINESS SPONSORS 
Joanie Calem

Silly Goose & Val

Jump for Joy

Songs for Teaching

Bill Harley

Beatin’ Path

Antelope Dance

Hunkta-Bunkta Music

Page to Play

The Boy Who Wants to Rock

Pam Donkin

2 of a Kind

Susie Tallman & Friends

Song Wizard- Dave Kinnoin

Peter Alsop

Music Together

Run Along Home- Tracy Newman

KidzMusic

Julio Petersen

Philip Alexander

NON-PROFIT PARTNERS
Guitars in the Classroom

American Camping Assoc.

Country Dance & Song Society

Music for Minors II
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http://pamdonkin.com
http://www.antelopedance.com
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https://edandcarolnicodemi.com/the-children-s-page
https://www.babiesandgrands.com
http://www.peteralsop.com
http://www.little-folks-music.com
http://joaniecalem.com
https://www.sillygooseandval.com


Sometimes you lose your identity along the way. It happens to the 

best of us. designEDGE can reestablish how customers see and feel 

about you. Reintroduce your products and services while energizing 

your brand. From big-picture thinking right down to the smallest of 

details, we’ll provide the expertise you and your business deserves. 

Contact info@dee-edge.com to get started.

310-908-2303 www.dee-EDGE.com

Is your brand having an identity crisis?
With the right strategy, it can thrive.
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Do you have a passion for a topic  
and want to start an Affinity Group  
with those who share your passion? 

Please contact Stacey Peasley  
for help getting started!

GoCreativePrograms.com

http://dee-edge.com
mailto:info%40dee-edge.com?subject=Let%27s%20get%20started
http://dee-edge.com
http://dee-edge.com
https://www.theboywhowantedtorock.com
https://www.dorothycresswell.org
https://www.jumpforjoymusic.com
https://beatinpathpublications.com
mailto:staceypeasley%40gmail.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20start%20an%20Affinity%20Group
mailto:staceypeasley%40gmail.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20start%20an%20Affinity%20Group
http://www.frompagetoplay.com
https://www.musictogether.com
https://gocreativeprograms.com
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https://www.magicfluke.com/Default.asp
http://songwizard.com


 dance and laugh too!
Philip Alexander performs zany original  
songs & stories plus well-loved tunes  

from the wide world over

www.PhilipAlexanderMusic.com

https://philipalexandermusic.com

